
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 16, 2015 
 
 
 
Durhane Wong-Rieger 
President and CEO 
Canadian Organization for Rare Disorders 
151 Bloor Street West, Suite 600 
Toronto, ON  M5S 1S4 
 
Dear Dr. Wong-Rieger, 

Thank you for your letter of July 14, 2015 regarding the New Democratic Party’s support for 
Canadians living with rare diseases and Canada’s Rare Disease Strategy. CORD is to be 
congratulated on its ongoing advocacy on behalf of Canadians with rare diseases. The release of 
its Rare Disease Strategy in May of this year has already succeeded in raising awareness and 
the level of discussion around this challenging health care issue to a higher level. 

 

Question 1 

Should your party form the next Government, how will you provide federal leadership and 
collaborate with provincial and territorial governments and stakeholders to improve the 
health outcomes of the nearly 3 million Canadians living with a rare disease? 

 

Intergovernmental consultation and cooperation on health care will be the hallmark of a New 
Democratic government. An NDP government will reverse Stephen Harper’s unilateral cuts to 
health transfers and get back to working collaboratively with provinces and territories to develop 
a new national Health Accord, as quickly as possible. As with the previous Accord, 
pharmaceuticals, as an essential component of 21st-century health care, will figure prominently 
in those discussions. The results of these negotiations will impact considerably on the future of 
those living with rare diseases.  

As government, we will also strengthen Canada’s health research capacity. We will evaluate and 
encourage research innovations such as CIHI’s focus on transforming biological research on rare 
diseases into medical practice and treatment. Further, we will examine ways in which elements 
of CORD’s recently announced Rare Disease Strategy might be integrated into our national health 
agenda. 

We will maintain and actively pursue improvement to the diagnosis, treatment, research and other 
supports for those living with rare diseases and those who assist them. 
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Question 2 

Should your party form the next Government, will you support Canada’s Rare Disease 
Strategy and its five goals of improving early detection and prevention, getting the right 
care to patients as early as possible, enhancing community support, providing sustainable 
access to promising therapies, and promoting innovative research? 

 

The work conducted by CORD culminating in the release this May of Canada’s Rare Disease 
Strategy is comprehensive and worthy of support. The New Democratic Party recognizes this 
achievement as a major step toward improving the lives of those living with rare diseases. An 
NDP government will examine specific ways in which it can enhance federal support of the 
Strategy’s goals to improve early detection and prevention; get the right care to patients as early 
as possible; enhance community support; provide sustainable access to promising therapies; and 
promote innovative research.  

Tom Mulcair will be initiating a new Health Accord negotiation with the provinces and territories in 
which we hope to achieve marked improvements in areas such as the financing of drug therapies 
and other health supports of particular value to those living with rare diseases. 

 

Question 3 

Should your party form the next Government, will you move quickly to introduce 
regulations to make the orphan drug regulatory framework a reality? 

 

A New Democratic government will be reviewing the timeframe for introducing a regulatory 
framework for orphan drugs at the earliest opportunity. 

Thank you for your interest.  

 

Canada’s NDP 


